24 KITTREDGE #32, BERKELEY CA 94704

STEVE BRYANT 2

0 W0
=}
V]
k]
n
0
)4
Z
-
(]
]
m
O
-
-
]
<
=)
o
4]

Thers is a common law throughout tha world which
atatea that a product auat perfora aa it i1a
advercisad. Whan people purchase acmathing, they
expect it to work on the basis of thia law. When
scmecne is aelling & religion, tha 3a=rne law or code of
honor should hold true. If the religion doesn’t WOTL K.,
tha party aelling 1t should be caught and punished.

But there ara some very unigue differencea between
ordinary saleaman and the sellars of relig:ion. For
cna, religion salesman not only reguesat roney, but
they requast one’a life and acul as well. In return,

they give a prozise that the custonsar w1l go to

heaven when he dias. Ia othsr woras, “gLve your life
now, and when you dis 111 pay you.' Hany 8aYy. ~1f you
don“t give your life now, when ycu die you will go to
hell." There are many thousands of peraona salling
religiona, or these promises, deily. Naturelly sore
nold truae more than othera. If a raligion 1a
sauthentic, thare 1a certainly juastiffcation for buying
1t, no matter the coat. There :a no pr:ice zo high for
a ticket to the Kingdom of God.

But what of those aellaing a concocted rel:igion that
does nothing at all? Considaring the high cost, i1sn’tT
that much worsa than staaling a cer. wallet, & tepe
deck, etc. One anould think tha government would have
a departmnant that censors raligicns but believe it or
not, the US government has no such cdepartment.
Instaad, they eancouraga auch ateal:ng in the nema O
the firat amandment. This law actually protects the
Jin Jonea’=a, tha Charles=a Manacn’s, the Xirtananenca’sa,
sezc., the sellera of these® Aasnuiacturec religions,
right upg until i1t is tOO late to atop the catsatropay
that alwaya resulta when unsrupuloua =en hold power.

So until the Govt. wakes up to :1ts duty in thia
regard, 1Tt”a up to us, che individual citizens, to
understand what 1a religion and enforce i1t. After
death, ocne cannot file auilt againat a Dogusa religien
aslesman. Many unacrupulouz men li1ke the “raligion

buainass' for thia reaaon. They Know pecple won‘t finc
out they’ve been cheated until they’re desd. So to
prove aomeonse ia selling & bogus religion, the accuser
has to be vary sharp 1in undarstanding what real
religion ia, Since amost pecple, eapecially the
politiciana, are not inclinad in this ags to
underatand what religion (s, almosat everyona is paing
explaoited in the neas of God. But coamon sense tells
us that theras nust be 2 way Lo find out if & religion
is good or bad without having to die firat or wait for
somes othar "sign" such as the aass murder in Jim.
Jonea’as “raligion.™

THE DEBATE

The systea used for detaraining the authenticity of
a religion, without having to wait for asuch extremes,
{s called debate. This is true for all raeligicns. In
an ordinary court of law, there are hundreds of
lawbooks. A good lawyer RuUSTt Know thesa books
thoroughly. Hia 3job entails quoting from the=m and
nothing more. The prccess s exsctly thae sare 1n
defending a religion. Religious lawbooks are the
acriptures. For the Chriatians, it’s the Bible. The
Muslinms the Koran. The Hindusa the Vadaa. Thasa cre the
three main scriptures fros which all others arse
offishoots. In the Western world the most authoritetive
tranalationys of the Sanskrit Vedic scripturss ara
those compiled by His Divine Gracs A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swamiy Prabhupada, the founder oi the Hare Xrishna
aovement. Anyona who clainma ta be salling the Bhakrti
Yoga religion given in the Yedas must be ab:iding by
the lawa given in these books. if aomeone ia devieting
fron thoaa laws, then anyone has the right to
challanga tha dsviater to & dabata. If the caviator
refusas to accept the challange, then ha looses.
Nothing alse need be said. In raligioua circles
ailenca maans dafeaat.

A scriptural devisgtor cannot aell apiritual life
any more than a auto mechanic can sell hizself as a
brain aurgeon. Such a fool will be detected the very
firat day, Rrovided there ia aomsons around who Knows
what a brain surgeon does. Similarly, there are =zany
peraona who sall concocted religiona and get away with
it, until scsecnea co=mes along who knowa the real
thing. Then the deviastor Rmual dafand hiagalf or get
out.

What 1f sOmeone 13 aelling a bogua religion, gets
challenged to debate, but ignorses the challenga. Does
that mesn he can continue to cheat others jusrt b=a=cauae




in? No! The Government

rhe US Governmant won’t atep I
t ‘a citrzens Zronm being
r d

has a duty to protec
cheated--all cheating. Thelir gty 18 not limited to
crimea viaible to tha gross eyehalls only. Thera i1s a
practical and scientific method to determine the
sauthent:city of a religicn and it’s aeiler. One atnrply
Nas to know the baaic ingredienta of religion.
Relig:rous belief is the moat aubtle acience, and
rhaerefore the moat diff:cult to regulete, but to say
it ia impcsaible, and thereby enforce no religlious
lawa, is criminal naglect of duty. Paychology iz also
a subtle scrence that few people cen comprehend but
through + ocne can explain =many things beyond the
compraehenaion of orxdinary men. Similarly, true
religicus scholars can sae and unceratand the subtle
notivations behind a charleten and expose them in such
a way thaet juat:icCe 1a served.

For exaaple; a 16 yeer old girl can get phys:cally
rapad and the govarnmeat racognizes her righta eas=s
naving been violated. 3But young girlas can just as
easily bse talked into sex with unscrupulous men Thean
~he governaent dcea nothing. They do not acknowladge
the nental and verbal lises used to exploit ths girl.
That ia criminel naglecz. The psychclogicel rac.at is
just a3 guilty as the physical rapist. The only
di<ferenca ia that the one 1s ararter than the other
which neana he should bs puniahed evan Rora savarly.
Therefore the Vedas, being completa lawbooks, have
very atrict laws regulating who, when, and wher=s, ons
can svan talk to women. A religious govenaent mnrat
enforce thoae laws if they are to pravent gross and
subtle rape in society. Just as the government ahould
neve lawa protecting innccent women fror fest talking
repiets, they ahould also have lawas protecting the
ci1tizena froa faat talking “religicniats."

Thera are two xinda cf bogus religion saleaman. One
selling cheap im:itaticns and one selling expens:ive
inmitations. Both are crinminals but the one can e
consicerad a misdemeancr. lhere are many peopls who
want to buy something cheap in the nane aof God aince
the rsal thing 1a very expena:va. Heny churchea,
ashrama, etc., charga vary little and give very
little. “You get whet you pay for” holda true aven for
religiona. But 1f soneone 13 claiping to be =melling
real raligion (love of God), and ta charging the real
price (absolute aurrender of cne’s heart and socul’,
but 1a selling a fake, then such & perscon ia described
tn Vadic scripture: “These roguea ara rthe moat
dangercus elemanta in human society’ (laopaniaad 12>.
Love af GCod is certainly the moat valueble poaaseasion

gh. If somsone 1i1a
fake, then he
ment’a duty to sese

and the price for that 1s very h:i
charging that price but ia aelling
must bae atopped and it is the gove
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DEALING WITH SUCH CRIMINALS

Once these criminals are expozed, there are only
two ways to deal with thesa.

Method one: Thay are given a chance to defend
rthesselvea by debate. If they accept the challenge but
locze, than they musat surrsnder to the person who
defected them. 1f they do that, then 1t meeans they
were not maliciously selling a bogua religion. All of
the msincere followera of the defeated party will
automatically join the winning party and thus they
nove up to a higher .understanding. In this way socirety
advancea in learning and culture. Everyone is heppy,
provided everycne ls sincere.

Method two: Theae men refuse to debate or surrender
to the challenger. They know they are selling a bogusa
product but they live only for their own plesasure and
don’t care how many livea they hurt getting it. They
cannot aall real religion becauvae they nevar posssssed
it. Theme are the lowest creaturTes on earth and thay
must be astoppad. They are many times worsas thean
murderers, thiavea, or rapists. They take paople’sa
livea, their money, their very heert and scul, and in
the end give them nothing but a stab in the back. And
that ia not even the worse crime they comait. Far
worse than all that ia the crime of cheating the
{innocant massea out of the real product, which mey be
available elsewhare. ’

The destination of such roguea ia stated in the
Vedas: "They go to the moat obnoxious place in the
universe when thay finish with their guru buaineasa.™
(Iscpanishad, 12). There are many levels of heilish
exlartence aweiting sinful men, but thoae men who chealt
others in the Name of God, go to the moat obnoxious
placea of them all.

BUT WHAT ABOUT THE FIRST AMENDHENT?

When tha sverage citizena are out religion
shopping, are they being paycologically kidnepped or
ars they exarcising their firat emendment righta? That
dependa on the authenticity of the religion being
purchasad. If it’s tha real thing, thea thea purchaser
18 exercising his right to salect the religious
practice of hia choice. If the product is a fake
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however, then he’a a:mply being ripped ofi in the nzamne
of God. Tha generel public muat never be left halpless
and unprotectad at the hands of auch charlatans. A
responasible governaent must have a board of reiigicn
cansocras to protect the cirtizsens Irom such craminosla.
Each and evary ciltizen cannot possaibly be expected to
diacriminate the recl thing froa the fekes. Relig:ious

‘science is the moat asubtle and ccaplex acience of thes

all and therefore the countrises aost i1ntalligent

acholars ahould be given tha facility to settle all
religious diacrapancies by formal debatas.

DSYCHOLOGICAL XIDNAPPING

What term could better describe religicua thievery

‘than paychologicael kidnspping? Paople zre baing lured

into giving their whole livesa te men who have nothing
to give thea in return. This ia actually aubtle rape
put Aaince it‘’a baing dona 1t in the nane of God, the
governnent doaa nothing. Practically apeaeking, every
aalesnan uaea paychological tactics to get a peraon to
part with hia money. In That senae everyone 1is
paychologically kidnapping other people all the time.
Televisicn 1s the greatest kidnapper of all. But such
paychological kidnapping is not criainal as long as
the precduct doea what 18 says 1t will. For religicnas
thare 1s only ona way to make asuch & judgement and
that 18 by scriptural debste. Every government aust
have a board of raligious scholars who can legally
enforce that ths ssallers of raeligion can back up their

product by acripture.

If one party refuaes to debate, then automaticelly
the Government has grounda to clcose down that
operation. Over the yaara, sany anti-cultiata have
accused meabersa of ISKCON of being '“brainwashed" or
“paychologically kidneppad.” In aoco=me of thoae cases
there may have been Rmerit TO the accusstiona since
aany of ISKCON’a leadera are ceviating froms the
acriptures. BSut becausas the vast majority of
profaasional deprogrammera don’t know acripture
thazaelvea, they cannot judge or accuae othera of
paycholaegical kidnapping. For the moat part, theae
deprcgraamers are =2iaply pre2judice toward any relilig:ion
that doe=n’t exactly reasnble their own. In many
casea, they thensalvea are the cnea who are
“hrainwashed." So enly a aan who know’a what real
religion 18, can accuase another of selling a fakae.

ISXCON’S "GURUS*™

If an ISKCON “guru™ thinka that he 1a aell:ing tne

resl procduct, than he aiaply heaa to present nia
arguments according to scripture. If he :s right, then
he will be able to praove it. Thia ia the unique beauty
of daebate. The Truth =uat come out. Whoaver has truth
on hia si1ide will be victorioua. Only a =an who knows
he’a cheating will refuse a chellenge to debete wh:ch
bringa ua to the fact that these ISKCON ‘‘gqurua’™ have
been challenged countlesa tiraes to debate but they
baltently refuss toc accapt. In 1980 Jedureni das:i
singlahandedly challenged Kirtanananda to debata buc
inatead of accepting her challenge, he haa her beaten
and sent to the hoapital with a warning never to
challanga thae "guru"™ again. Her caae is Dy no meaans an
isclated 1inc:ident.
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WE DEMAND JUSTICE

We reprasent the vast majority of Hera Kriahns
devotees who have had their lives aeverly upset Dy the
current corrupt ‘‘laeadership”™ of the Hara Krianna
Hovement. We have challenged these men to denate on
tha basia of our own acriptures but thay refuaa to
accaept the challenge. Waeé hava alraady provan that thay
are nothing but criminals but they raspond by
atonewalling and mud throwing (They would kill us 15
they could). Therafore, on the bagia of tha log:ic
presanted above (ailence =aeanas defeatl), we decliare
victery. Bui declaring and enfiorcing victory ars two
entirely different thingas. If tha U.S. Governmant will
not step in to establiah the guilt of theaa men and
puniah them accordingly, then it w:ll be neceasary
ua, the victima, to take tha law into our own hand
This paper :i:8 only to give sone acvance warning, e
that later, aftar the avant, the courts cannot say
didn’t try everything in Cur powar toc to get justics
firsc.,



